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|| have a I Fat made to harmonize
:: trimmed hats and emhellishtner
|| and with milliners of acquired
: pointed here.

II \ Bemdel's Hats, j
« f )

|| j $7.50 Up to $12.00. |
The connoisseur milliner ca

:: the "other hats," but few can, s

:: Si-'.oo. there's to be no disappoi
every new shade in French Chip

: Straw Hats.
»

II Various Trirnmim
Special sale prices tomorrc

|| Aigrettes, at $2.00 to S 10.00. im
:: Ostrich Feathers, S2.50 to $10
:: imported Wings. Dodads. Stick
p S2.00. instead of 68c to $2.25.

| j Si.50 Flowers. ^ ^ !
|| ( Si.00 Flowers.
H { / 9C

65c j
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it The flowers include every s

:: orchids, lilacs, bluets, forget-me
:: feathers comprise stick-up win
j feathers in white, black and all c
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1 | g'-'5 RiM».ns. ^ |
5 =;oc Ribbons, . 5i44c
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H 45c Ribbons.
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:: At Si.00 yard are 9-inch-wi
2 marvelously beautiful shading.
I bons, the new satin stripes in sh,

:: and other colors. At 39c are t
:: plaids and black-and-white strips
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*

I Ribbons, Dresden effects and
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CHAPTER XIV. I;
Mr. Porter's Views. t

T began on a new tack. !}
"Miss I-loya. why did y%u tell an un- £

truth, and say you did not come down '

stairs again after going up at 10 o'clock?"
f

tier hauteur disappeared. A frightened. ,

appealing look tame into her eyes, and j
she looked to me like a lovely child afraid i
of unseen dangers.

'I v.as afraid." she confessed. "Yes. {
truly. I was afraid that they would think
1 had something to do with the.with
l"r:< !e Joseph's death. And as I didn t '

ti.ii.k i; could do any good to tell of my '

little visit to him. 1 just said I didn't |
cotne down. Uh, 1 know it v\as a lie.1
1 !.*. 1 « o C rx i > L- /.t 1 .lttll I « O L" CA f 1-i r« Ut
j% ,' vs a > a- »» n rr«' 'tii >» ar rvg_» 11£

i i. and it na:; sticn an easy way out [
of i». just to deny it."
"And why have >011 confessed it to me

now?" 1

Her eyes opened wide in astonishment. a
"I told you why," she said; "so you j

would know where the rose leaves came ^
from and not suspect Gregory."
"Po you suspect him?" t
"N-no, of course not. But others t

might." f
it is impossible to describe the dismay

t at' smote my heart at the hesitation of ,
this answer. It was more than hesita- j
t;<»T, it was a conflict of unspoken im- j
pulses, and the words, when they were t
uttered, seemed to carry hidden mean- a
i; and to my mind they carried thej
w >rst and most sinister meaning con-j ,
ceivahle. It
To m» it seemed to point unmistakably j ,

to i >l!u^ on iiftwffii Florence Floyd. |
whom ! already loved, and Gregory Hall,
w 1 ; »ru I already distrusted an 1 dislikel.jtG !>tv collusion between these two would; ,
explain e\erything. Theirs tiie motive, j t
tiieirs the opportunity, theirs the denials
and false witnessing. The gold bag. as t ,

> et. remained unexplained, but the vol- ,

low rose petals and the late newspaper t
could he aeounted for if Hall had eome
out on the midnight train, and Florence ^
had helped him to enter and leave the ]
house unseen. j
Bah! it was impossible. And. anyway. ^

the gold hag remained as proof against |
this horrid theory. 1 would pin my faith
to the gold hag. and through its presence ]
In the room 1 would defy suspicions of ]
the two people I had resolved to protect. (
"What do you think about the gold ]

lag?" 1 asked. I
"1 don't know- what to think. I hate (

to accuse I'nde Joseph of such a thing,
but it seetns as if some woman friend of
h-.s in si have come to the office after 1 j
left The long French windows were
o[>en it was a warm night, you know.! }
and any one could have come and gone i
unseen." j ]
"The hag wasn't there when you were ;

there?" )
"I'm sure it was not! That-is, not in

sight, and I'ncle Joseph was not the sort j
of n.an to have such a thing put away t
in his desk as a souvenir, or for any
other reason." i
"Forgive the insinuation, but of course ;

you could not know positively that Mr.
Crawford would not have anfemintne souvenirin his desk." i
She looked up surprised- "Of course I
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re Disappoiiniting.
led upon, come tomorrow and
i with it and you. \\ ith un-

its here in wholesale quantities,
reputation, you can't be disap=

Other Hats,
j $2.2) Up to $5oO.

in distinguish the "Bendcl'' and
o that whether you pay $2.25 or

inament. Every new shape,
>, Hemp. Milan, Hair and Rough

ig§, 38c to $110.00.
>w for the Numidi and Osprey
uead of $2.25 to $10.98; fancy
>.00. instead of $2.98 to $10.98;
:ups and Aigrette effects, 50c to

j 50c Mowers. J
$1.00 Feathers,J

j 1'eat hers. ^
( )> .

hade of small and large roses,
-nots. pansies and foliage. The
gs, pompons and small novelty
olors.

40c Ribbons. 33c
= 29c Ribbons, o~>q \

2^c Ribbons , . \
^ |

de Two-tone Satin Ribbons, in
At 44c yard are 6-inch-\vide Ribadingsof greens, blues, browns
he 45c Ribbons in new checks,
es, in all widths,
lace Ribbons.
ire. Taffeta and Satin Taffeta
stripes, 5 inches wide.
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"ould not be positive," she said, "but it
s difficult to imagine anything sentimen:alconnected with Uncle Joseph."
She almost smiled as she said this, for,

iprarently. the mere idea was amusing,
ind I had a flashing glimpse of what it
nust be to see Florence Lloyd smile!
Well, it should not be my fault, or due
o my lack of exertion, if the day did not
ome when she should smile again, and I
iromised myself I should be there to see
t. Hut, stifling these thoughts, I brought
nv mind back to duty. Drawing from my
>ocket the photograph I had found in Mr.
Yawford's desk, I showed it to her.
"In uncle's desk!" she exclaimed.

'This does surprise me. I had no Idea
"ncle Joseph had received a photograph
Tom a lady with an affectionate message,too. Are you eiuite sure it belonged
o him?"
"I only know that we found it in h's

losk, hidden beneath some old letters and
>aoers."
"Were the letters from this lady?"
"No: in no case could we find a signaurethat agreed with these initials."
"Here's your chance. Mr. Burroughs."
md again Florence Lloyd's dimples noaryescaped the bondage which held them
luring these sad days. "If you're a deective.you ought to gather at once from
his photograph and signature all the deailsabout this lady; who she is and what
<he had to do with Uncle Joseph."
."I wish I could do so," I replied, "but,
on see. I'm not that kind of detective,
have a friend. Mr. Stone, who could do

t. and would tell you. as you say, everyhingabout that lady merely by looking
it her picture."
As a case In point. I told her then and
here the story of Fleming Stone's wonlerfuldeductions from the pair of muddy
hoes we had seen in a hotel one tnornng
"But you never proved that it was
rue?" she asked, her dark eyes soarkling
xith interest and her face alight with
tnimation.
"No, but it wasn't necessary. Stone's

leduotions are always right, and if not,
ou know it is the exception that proves
he rule."
"Well, let us try to deduce a little from
his picture. 1 don't believe for a ino-
nent that Uncle Joseph had a romantic
attachment for any ladv, though these
tvords on the back of the picture do seem
to indicate it."
"Well, go on," said I, so carried away

by the fascination of the girl when she
lad for a moment seemed to forget her
troubles that I wanted to prolong the
noment. "Go ahead and see what inferencesyou can draw from the photograph."
"I think she is about fifty years old,"

Florence began, "or perhaps fiftv-ttve.
What do you think?"
"1 wouldn't presume to guess a lady's

age." I returned, "and beside. I want you
to try your powers on this. You may be
better at deductions than I am. 1 have
already confessed to you my inability in
that direction."
"Wed." she went on. "I think this lady

is rather good looking, and 1 think she
appreciates the fact."
"The first is evident on the face of it,

and the second is a universal truth, so
you haven't really deduced much as yet."
"No. that's so," and she pouted a little.

"But. at any rate, I can deduce more
about her dress than you can. The picturewas taken, or, at least, that costume
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was made. aboiH a year ago, for that is
the style that was worn then.''
"Marvelous, Holmes, marvelous!"
She flashed me a glance of understandingand appreciation, but, undaunted,

went on: "The gown also was not male
by a competent modiste, but was made
by a dressmaker in the house, who came
in by the day. The lady is of an economicalturn of mind, because the lace
yoke of the gown is an old one, and has
even been darned to make it presentable
to use in the new gown."
"Now, that is deduction," I said, admiringly;"the only trouble is that it

doesn't do us much good. Somehow 1
can't seem to fancy this good-looking,
economical, middle-aged lady, who has
her dressmaking done at home, coming
here in the middle of the night and killing
Mr. Crawford."
"No. I can't, either," said Florence,

gravely; "but then I can't imagine any
one else doing that, either. It seems like
a horrible dream, and 1 can't realize that
it really happened to Uncle Joseph."
"But it did happen and we must find the

guilty person. I think with you, that this
photograph is of little value as a clue,
and yet it may turn out to be. And yet
I do think the gold bag is a clue. You
are quite sure it isn't yours?"
Perhaps it was a mean way to put the

question, but the look of indignation she
gave me helped to convince mc that the

j Lat; was not hers.
"I told you it was not." she said, " but,"

and her eyes fell, "since 1 have confessed
to one falsehood, of course you cannot believemy statement.''
"Hut I do believe it," I said, and I did,

thoroughly.
j "At any rate, it is a sort of proof." she
j said, smiling sadly, "that any one who
i knows anything about women's fashions
I can tell you that It is not customary to
carry a bag of that sort when one is in
the hotise and in evening dress. Or
rather, in a neglige costume, for I hXd
taken off my evening gown and wore a
tea gown. 1 should not think of going
anywhere in a tea gown and carrying a

gold bag."
The girl had seemingly grown almost

light hearted. Her speech was punctuatedby little smiles, and her half sad.
half gay demeanor bewi^phed me. I felt,
sure that what little suggestion of lightheadednessbad come into her mood had
come because she had at last confessed
the falsehood she had told, and her freed
conscience gave her a little buoyancy of
heart.
Hut there were still important questions

to be asked, so. though unwillingly, I re[turned to the old subject.
"Did you see your uncle's will w hile you

were there?"
"No: he talked about it, hut did not

show it to nie."
"Did he talk about it as if it were still

In his possession'.'"
"Why, yes; I think so. That Is, he

said he would makf a new- one unless I
gave up Gregory. That implied that the
old one was still in existence, though he
didn't exactly say so."
"Miss IJoyd, this is important evidence.

I must tell you that I shall be obliged to
repeat much of It to the district attorney.
It seems to me to prove that your uncle
did not himself destroy the will."
"He might have done so after I left

him "

"I can't think it. for it is not in scraps
in the waste basket, nor are there any
paper ashes in the grate."
"Well, then," she rejoined, "if he didn't

destroy it it may yet be found."
"You wish thai very much?" I said, almostinvoluntarily.
"Oh, I do!" she exclaimed, clasping her

hands. "Not so much for myself as "

She paused and I finished the sentence j
for her: "For Mr. Hall."
She looked angry again, but said noth- j

*ng.
"Well. Miss I.loyd," 1 said, as 1 rose to

go. "I am going to do everything in my
power in your behalf and in behalf of
Mr. Hall. But 1 tell you frankly, unless
you will both tell me the truth, and the
whole truth, you will only defeat my effortsand work your own undoing."

I had to look away from her as I said
this, for I could not look on that sweet
face and say anything even seemingly
harsh or dictatorial.
Her lip quivered. "I will do my best,"

she said, tremblingly. "I will try to make
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the finish and refinement of
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"Ask the Woman V
t
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, r : Mr. Hall tell where he was that night. n

I will see you again after I have talked ?
-with him."

Mt>re collusion! I said good-bye rather
curtly. I fear, and went quickly away a

from that perilous presence. °

Truly, a nice detective, I! Bowled over cl

j by a fair face. I was unable to think T
clearly, to judge logically, or to work >

honestly! v

Well, I would go home and think it out t<

by myself. Away from her influence I ^
surely would regain my cool-headed o

methods qf thought.
When I reached the inn I found Mr. c

Bemud Porter there waiting for me. '>
"How do you do, Mr. Burroughs?" he

fcaid, pleasantly. "Have you time for a
half hour's chat?"

It was jftst what I wanted. A talk with tl
this clear-thinking man would help me, w
indeed, and I determined to get his opinions,even as I was ready to give him lr

mine..
"Well, what do you think about it all?" w

I inquired, after we were comfortably p
settled at a small table on the shaded cj,
veranda, which was a popular gathering c]
place at this hour. But in our corner we s,
were In no danger from listening ears and y
I awaited his reply with interest. H
His eyes smiled a little as he said:
"You know the old story of the man

who said be wouldn't hire a dog and then
do bis own barking. Well, though I
haven't 'hired' you, I would be quite
ready to pay your honorarium If you can F
ferret out our West Sedgwick mystery.
And so, as you are the detective in charge
of the case, I ask you, what do you think
about it all?"
But I was pretty thoroughly on my (

guard now. ol
"I think," I began, "that much hinges F

on the ownership of that gold hag." ol
"And do you not think it is Miss

Lloyds?" pi

"I do not."
"It need hot incriminate her if it were b'

hers," said Mr. Porter, meditatively le
knocking the ash from his cigar. "She ai
might have left it in the office at any g(
time previous to the day of the crime. gt
Women are always leaving such things
about. I confess it does not seem to me w
important."
"Was It on Mr. Crawford's desk when c<

you were there?" I asked, suddenly.
He looked up at me quickly and agaim

that half smile came into his eyes. V
(To be continued tomorrow.)
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OF HUM'S CURSE I
Philadelphia Detective Dies ^

Believing He Was the J
Seventh Victim.

PHILADELPHIA, April 2..Detective i1
Thomas Crawford died her© yesterday
believing himself a victim to the curse /
of H. H. Holmes, who confessed before
his execution in Moyamensing, in
1896, that he was responsible for the
murders of forty-seven yersons. '

At the time of his conviction Holmes
declared that every one who had part
in bringing him to his fate would /
meet financial ruin or quick or violent /
death. Crawford makes the seventh )
in the mortality list. Several others )
have been "down on their luck." \
' The sixth on the list was Richard
Johnson, a juror, who committed sui-
cid© a fortnight ago. Crawford was
then ailing, but was not believed to be /
seriously ill. He became worried when
he read of Johnson's death, and could
not free-bis mind of it. i

Depressed by Fear.
One day he said to his family:
"1 wonder if I am marked for the ®

10c doz.
s Royal.
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ext Holmes victim?" and thereafter!it
^'as impossible to cheer him up.
He was the man who helped to fasten 4^
11 the clues on Holmes for the murder +
f B. F. Pitezel, a Callowhili street "fj,hemist, and of three Pitezel children. X
he murders had been committed for T
isurance money, and were cleverly de- X
ised and covered. His investigation 4,H)k Crawford as far as Toronto, where 4,iolmes had shipped the bodies of two 4,f the children. It was after Crawford's 4*
fstimony in court, which made the case +
omplete, that Holmes uttered his sweep- +
lg curse. +

Fate of Others. 4J
Judge Michael Arnold, who presided at
ie trial, was soon afterward afflicted
rith an incurable disease that kept him +
1 agony for one year. Linford I>. Biles, T
jreman of the jury, was killed by a live 4*
ire in a storm. Superintendent Howard +
erkins of Movamenine- orison hroke *
own and killed himself. Another prison +
fticial, Robert Motherwell, committed Jlicide, and two keepers dropped dead. T
William A. Shoemaker, senior counsel for X
olmcs, has been disbarred from practice. X

+
DUEL WITH WAX BULLETS. $
eature of Fort Myer Benefit for the J

Olympic Team Fund. %
Announcement is made that two new j'atures have been added to the program ^f the benefit performances to be held at 4*
ort Myer Friday afternoon and evening +
f this week for the benefit of the Olym- ?
ic team fund. I
One is a duel between officers on horse- 4»
ack with p'stols loaded with wax bul- "J*ts. The men will be protected by light T
rmor, and owing to the light charge and 4*>ft bullet there will be no danger to the 4*
jei'tators. +
The other added feature is the entry of +
oman riders in the high jumping con- +
>sts.members of families of army offl- T
;rs stationed In Washington. J

+
William Gill Found Dead in Boom. 74*William Gill, forty years old,, was found 4«
?ad in his room at 343 Pennsylvania 4*
renue northwest this morning about 11 X
clock. ,41
His death was due to natural causes. 7
eorge R. Gill, a brother, of t507 Pennsyl- *
inia avenue southeast, took charge of ?
>e body. T

~. i
Decide on a Colorado Vacation I t

\ IYou bare often thought about going ( Jout to Colorado, but somehow always ) ?
put it off. I'd like to hare you go this ( X~
yesr and see what a fine time you will > X
hare and how well you will feel for the > 4*
outing. Colorado isn't Just a place for ) «r
sick folks, cither.lt'e a place for erery- \ *
body who enjoys good atr and the most \ T
beautiful scenery that all outdoors sf- \ T
fords. I can take you to places In Colo- \ T
rado that Europe would give a million ) X
dollars to get. but the Old World can't j,
have them.they're ours to enjoy here In X
tbls country. X
Your trio to Colorado will be nothing 4»

but pleasure from the very start if you 4*
select the right road to go on. the "Bur- J
llugton Koute." There are no more com- .1 T
fort aide train* in the world than those X"
in the Burlington service to Colorado. T

1 »i-t*|» me a |tostnl and I'll send you our T
lat»*t literature about Colorado, showing ,, T
some wonderful pictures and introducing ' +
you to scores of p!a> es «here you can 4*
spend an cconotnieul and rcaiful raca- 4*tion. prices for hoard, name* and post 4*ottiec addresses of proprietors and full 4*partieu'.ars. You cau leare all details x
for thia trip to me. Even to engaging X
your berth and delirering your tickets. T
Write me a postal now. I'll send rou T
maps, pamphlets and pictures by return Xmail. Wm. Austin. General Agent Pas- T
eenger Dept., C., B. A Q. R. R. Co.,
836 Chestnut at., Philadelphia. «H

y
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FISH SPECIALS
Smoked Bloaters, the regular 5-cent kind,

special here, three fish for 5c

Large. Fat Mackerel, really worth 30c each,
special here 17c

Fine Small Mackerel, special, each 5c
Beardsley's Shredded Codfish 9c
Burnham & Morrill's Flaked Codfish 9c
Pink Salmon, per can 12c

Red Boy Salmon, per can 20c

Chic Salmon, per can 18c
Very Rest Brand Codfish, worth 15c anywhere..special here, per cake 10c

Bone Out Codfish, sells for 20c elsewhere,
special here, per box 13c

J4 lb. Star Lobster, can ;...i5c
Yi lb. Star Lobster, can 25c
Bulldog Sardines, with key, 2 cans for... 9c
Domestic Sardines, 3 cans for 10c

Fancy No. 1 Potatoes, per peck 35c
Pure Lard, best grade, per lb 12c

Compound Lard, per lb ,.ioc

Bulk Oatmeal, 3 lbs. for 10c
Made by the Quaker Oats Co., No. 1 quality.

Bread, loaf, 4c; 3 loaves for.*. 11c

Rv& C. Flour, per bag. 20c and 39c
Sanitary Flour; 24-pound bag. special low

price, to induce you to buy a large pkg.85c
Sanitary Flour, full barrel, wood $6.60
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FINE COFFEES
Best values in Washington at these

prices. Try any one kind and be convinced.
Per pound.
23c, 25c, 28c, 32c, 35c 38c

EAT WASH1NK
The Best Corn Flake That Can Be 1

Than An:
3 Package
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to $65 Paris Mats I% 8
Per Cent Discount. Look J

. .for the fol- sartist milliner is always 1 o w i n «" fa- 2
le benefit of the Palais Roy- nious names in ;
half hundred hats were sc- the hats here 2
by the store's agent there. at $25 to $05: ;
their purpose as inspira- Lewis, Suzanne ::

11 be sold tomorrow at one- Talbot. Esther f|
price marked on it. Every Meyer, Reboux, g
0111 the most renowned mil- georgette,

, Alaison Josse. ::is represented. j * H
«
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uarters for Tailored Suits I
i8.f0, $25.00. $32. >0 and $45.00. jj

H
*

. #>tar told the story of the grand exposition and H
Tan and Navy Suits at the prices quoted above. 2
tent was read, evidently. Monday's visitors said
deed.in praise of the garments and the purcha - ::
hat the Palais Royal is headquarters for suit* at \\
32.50 and $45.00. That yesterday was "the grea:-
history of the suit department here means much 2
Please excuse this exuberant paragraph.

*

lits for Every Phase of Form. 2"

rtant.now that Easter Sunday is almost here. 2
3U can come here at this late moment and almost ~

ing fitted without the change of a hook, eye, but- H

\ r 1 " '

izes. Aiedium frizes. Large frizes.

lits for little women or for slim or well developed :
3 years of age. For as little as $12.98 are Navy 2
lored and Norfolk Blouse Models that will fit to
r women of medium size are literally scores ot 2
at prices ranging from $18.50 to $45.00. For the 2
llv developed arc suits not only to tit her with H
give the effect of comparative slimness. r:
V»**« .'*< C'/C'»<T'i«*'. .''4'/C'4S'. S'. .*'«.*%"S'<\S'.S..

ery Highly Recommeinidled. I
"Roval Worcester," "Adjusto," |$t.00 to $3.00. All at $5.00. I

styles and prices is not worth while.better to g
lese third floor parlors, where the corsetiere-in- *

iu with your ideal. Ten minutes or less in one 2

30ms here will prove more instructive than the
es.of information. The morning hours are the |
you arrange a morning visit?

Irranted Eyeglasses, $1.00. j
r. Samuel, Expert Optometrist.No Charge. :

air for ordinary Eyeglasses or Spectacles, and g
leciallv low rates for the complicated, fitted by !
>r. Samuel, expert optometrist and optician, gradu- 2
ing colleges. Office in Mezzanine Balcony, flrst ||
je for consultation. g
.. i

I
A Big Snap in California Prunes |Sweet, Meaty Prunes, that have been selling +

at ioc per pound, special till Satur- +
day's closing, per pound 5c %

Watervale Whole Grain Corn, 4 cans 25c +
Carroll Manor Corn, 4 cans 25c +
Hermit Peas, per can 7c +
Brownie Lima Beans, per can 8c
Small can River Peas, per can qc £

This is the best bargajn in canned peas we are of- 4.fering. «$
. .<ir

Get a Big Pint of Cocoa %
A real Mason Fruit Jar. full of high- J

grade Cocoa, special, only 17c +
This Cocoa is absolutely guaranteed. Get your

Cocoa at a big saving and lay in a supply of Fruit T
Jars FREE. J
CAKES AND CRACKERS fSoda Crackers, per pound 8c +

Ginger Snaps, per pound 8c +
Cream Tumbles, per pound 15c +
A big line of Fancy Cakes at special prices. 4.

Lenox Soap. 8 cakes for 25c J
Star Soap. 6* cakes for 25c +

tsesm saving: »iar wrappers ror new special orferswhich you can soon secure at the premium parlors. 4*

FINE ASPARAGUS t
The finest grades only. You know what these %

same grades sell for elsewhere. J
No. i, square cans Selected Green Tips...20c J
Tall Cans, strictly standard goods.M20c +

: -<+

Snappy Cheese .... 10c |
OLEOMARGARINE

Swift's Premium and C. C. Pride, at stores, 4
per pound 25c J

«*

3TON CRISPS! I
^lade, and a 50% Larger Package |
y Other. J
is for'25c $
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